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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, IS, EG 

SUBJECT: EXCHANGE OF EQYPTIAN DETAINEES AND ISRAELI DEAD 
REFS: (A) JERUSAELM 0561; (B) CAIRO 6532 

1 . THE EXCHANGE OF EGYPTIAN PRISONERS FOR ISRAELI DEAD 
WAS ANNOUNCED TO THE ISRAELI MEDIA ON APRIL 19 AND HAS 
BEEN GIVEN EXTENSIVE COVERAGE IN THE PRESS AND RADIO. 

THERE WAS GENERAL SATISFACTION THAT THE EXCHANGE HAS TAKEN 
PLACE, ALTHOUGH DANI BLOCH IN A COMMENT IN DA VAR APRIL 20 
ACCUSED CAIRO OF "UGLY" NEGOTIATIONS AND SAID THAT EGYPT 
HAS EXPLOITED THE SITUATION, 'KNOWING FULL WELL ISRAEL'S 
SENSITIVITY IN THIS RESPECT." THERE IS PARTICULAR POIGNANCY 
FOR ISRAELIS IN THE EXCHANGE IN VIEW OF THE OBSERVANCE ON 
APRIL 20 OF THE DAY OF REMEMBERANCE IN HONOR 

OF THE CASUALTIES SUFFERED BY ISRAEL IN ITS WARS SINCE 
INDEPENDANCE. 

2. THE CEREMONY IN THE SINAI WHERE THE EXCHANGE TOOK 
PLACE WAS ATTENDED BY PRIME MINISTER RABIN. DEFENSE 
MINISTER PERES AND FOREIGN MINISTER ALLON. THE HELICOPTER 
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CARRYING THE PRIME MINISTER' S PARTY (INCLUDING 

ALLON) DEVELOPED MECHANICAL TROUBLE AND HAD TO MAKE AN 

EMERGENCY LANDING NEAR GAZA ON THE RETURN FROM SINAI. 

A REPLACEMENT HELICOPTER ARRIVED AFTER A 30 MINUTE 
DELAY AND THE PARTY'S RETURN WAS CARRIED OUT WITHOUT 
FURTHER DIFFICULTY. 
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3. THE PRESS REPORTS THAT 46 PRISONERS WERE RETURNED 
AND THAT TEN OF THE PRISONERS REFUSED TO RETURN TO 
EGYPT AND AT THEIR REQUEST WERE BROUGHT BACK TO THE 
PRISON IN ISRAEL. THE OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT SAID THE 
TRANSFER HAD BEEN ARRANGED BY THE UN COMMAND IN JERUSALEM 
IN COLLABORATION WITH THE ICRC. BURIED IN THE 
PRESS COVERAGE IS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY PERES THAT 
"THE U.S. HAD HELPED WITH THE NEGOTIATIONS." 
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